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Minutes of the Dodge County 
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

October 4th, 2017 

 
The regular meeting of the Planning Commission was called to order by Darren 
Durst at 7:00 PM on Wednesday, October 4th, 2017.  Present were Planning 
Commission members Harlan Buck, Richard Wolf, Walter Wyttenbach, Joshua 
Toquam, Darren Durst, Minor Buckingham and Jim Checkel, and Zoning 
Administrator, Melissa DeVetter. 
 
Motion by Harlan Buck, seconded by Joshua Toquam, to approve the agenda and 
the minutes from September 6th, 2017. Motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
Colton Thompson – CUP#17-05 
The first public hearing is to consider an application for a Conditional Use Permit to 
establish a new feedlot of 2400 head of finishing hogs or 720 animal units. The 
proposed barn will be a curtain side barn approximately 51’x 392’ in size with a 
beneath barn 8’ concrete pit. The parcel is 160 acres parcel located in the NE 1/4 of 
Section 5, Hayfield Township. Colton Thompson is the applicant and Todd Thompson 
is the property owner.  
 
Colton Thompson was present to explain this proposal. He would like to go into a 
farming business and, as you know it, is quite difficult as a young kid. Financially this 
is the best option right now.  
 
Melissa DeVetter stated that this will be a hog barn for 2400 head of finishing hog or 
720 animal unit. There will be a new well and a composting shed for the site. Once 
the Conditional Use Permit is obtained then the applicant will have to apply for a 
MPCA’s Construction Short Form(CSF) Permit before construction of the hog barn. 
Once the CSF is issued then Mr. Thompson will have to get a zoning permit for the 
hog barn.  The applicant has indicated that he will be working with a commercial 
hauler and there are 317 acres located in the immediate area and another 152 acres 
in Mower County. Ms. DeVetter stated that she did check with Mower County to 
make sure that those acres were not dedicated to another barn and they were not. 
This amount of acres is adequate for this barn size. The barn will have access off of 
700th St with Hayfield Township approval.  The Feedlot Advisory Board did meet on 
site and did not recommend bio-filters however, the County Board could add that 
requirement.   
 
Harold Buck, Hayfield Township Supervisor stated that the applicant did meet with 
them and the township has no objection with this proposal.  
 
Doug Eayrs, representing the Dodge County Concerned Citizens, stated that he has 
concerns about feedlots being permitted in Dodge County and is opposed to this 
feedlot.   
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Brad Trom stated that he has concerns about pollution in Dodge County and is 
opposed to this feedlot.  
 
Motion by Harlan Buck, seconded by Jim Checkel, to close the public hearing.  
Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Richard Wolf inquired if this was Mr. Thompson father’s property. 
 
Colton Thompson stated it was. 
 
Walter Wyttenbach inquired what building site he lives on. 
 
Colton Thompson stated that it is the one on the far left in the picture.  
 
Darren Durst clarified that Colton will be living by the barn. 
 
Colton Thompson stated that is correct.  
 
Joshua Toquam inquired if his house was the closest to the hog barn. 
 
Melissa DeVetter stated that it’s a toss up to which one is the closest. The one to the 
south is approximately 1430’ and the home site is about 1530’.  Technically the one 
to the south is the closest.  
 
Walter Wyttenbach inquired if Colton talked to his neighbors. 
 
Colton Thompson stated that yes, he did talk to a hand full of them. No one was 
against this barn.  
 
Walter Wyttenbach inquired if a manure management plan is in place.  
 
Colton Thompson stated no, that will be his next step.  
 
Melissa DeVetter stated that is required as part of his Construction Short Form 
application. Ms. DeVetter explained how the manure is tested and how it is applied 
by a commercial applicator.  
 
Jim Checkel inquired if Ms. DeVetter knew how many feedlots were in Hayfield 
Township.  
 
Melissa DeVetter stated that she did not know and it depends on if he was asking 
just hogs or all feedlots.  
 
Jim Checkel inquired if it was 50 or 500. 
 
Melissa DeVetter stated that it’s not 500, we don’t have 500 feedlots of any type in 
the county.  
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Jim Checkel inquired if this was a contract with Holden Farms for pigs. 
 
Colton Thompson stated that is correct.  
 
Walter Wyttenbach inquired if the provider for this barn is the same as the Kramer 
barn.  
 
Colton Thompson stated yes, it is Holden Farm and they know everything that is 
going on. 
 
Darren Durst inquired how many time a year will the barn be turned. 
 
Colton Thompson stated that it will be turned 2 ½ times per year. 
 
Motion by Harlan Buck, seconded by Minor Buckingham, to recommend approval of 
the Findings of Facts and Recommendations of the agenda report with the following 
conditions: (The permittee is put on notice that the violation of any of the conditions 
of the CUP may result in termination of the permit.   
 

1. A Dodge County Zoning Permit shall be obtained before construction.  A copy 
of the MPCA’s CSF permit shall be submitted to the ES Department prior to 
issuance of the Zoning Permit to include as part of the CUP file.  
 

2. The Dodge County and MPCA animal feedlot registration shall be submitted 
prior to occupation of the barn.  
 

3. All recommendations of the Feedlot Advisory Report dated 9/15/17 completed.  
 
Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Eric Johnson – IUP#17-11 
The second public hearing is to consider an application for an Interim Use Permit to 
allow a dwelling on less than 53 acres in the Agricultural District. The parcel will be a 
split of 3 acres from a 6.8 acres parcel located in the NW ¼ of the NW ¼, Section 23 
Vernon Township. The applicant is Eric Johnson and Eric & Beverly Johnson are the 
property owners.  
 
Eric Johnson was present to explain this proposal. They currently live in the dwelling 
that is on the 6.8 acres and would like to sale off 3 acres and build a new house on 
the remaining 3.8 acres.  
 
Melissa DeVetter stated that the quarter section is open for a new dwelling and since 
this is an existing building site they will not be taking ag land out of production. No 
new access is being proposed so they will have to have an easement agreement 
recorded with both deeds. They are proposing a new shared well and a new septic 
system is required. 
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Motion by Joshua Toquam, seconded by Harlan Buck, to close the public hearing.  
Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Jim Checkel inquired how the parcel will be split. 
 
Eric Johnson stated that the rear half will be the 3 acres and the 3.8 will be the rest. 
 
Darren Durst stated that it looks like they are proposing to drill a new well and share 
it. 
 
Eric Johnson stated that it will depend on the buyer if they would want to share the 
well or use the existing one. 
 
Minor Buckingham inquired if the existing well was still usable.  
 
Eric Johnson stated yes, that they are using it now.  
 
Jim Checkel inquired if the well will be capped. 
 
Eric Johnson stated that if they share the new well the old well be capped. 
 
Motion by Richard Wolf, seconded by Jim Checkel, to recommend approval of the 
Findings of Facts and Recommendations of the agenda report with the following 
conditions: (The permittee is put on notice that the violation of any of the conditions 
of the IUP may result in termination of the permit.   
 

1. The Ag Covenant shall be recorded prior to issuance of the Zoning Permit. 
 

2. Dodge County Zoning Permit shall be obtained before construction.   
 

3. The sewage treatment system must meet the requirements of Chapter 21 of 
the Dodge County Zoning Ordinance.  A Dodge County Sewage Treatment 
System shall be obtained prior to issuance of the Zoning Permit. 
 

4. An address shall be obtained from the Dodge County Highway Department. 
 

5. An access easement shall be described on the survey and legal description to 
provide access to parent parcel containing the existing dwelling site which 
shall be recorded with the deeds of both properties.  
 

6. A shared well easement agreement shall be recorded with the deeds of both 
properties. 

 
Motion passed unanimously. 
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Solar Provider Group MN II, LLC. – CUP#17-03 continued 

The third public hearing is to consider an application for a Conditional Use Permit to 
allow a 1 MW Solar Energy Farm in the Ag District. The parcel is 22.64 acres and the 
Solar Energy Farm (Solar Garden) will cover approximately 10 acres located in the W 
½ of the NE ¼, Section 30 Wasioja Township. Solar Provider Group MN II, LLC is the 
applicant and Roger Ellingson the property owner. 
 
Jeff Madejcyk of Wench Engineering & Construction consulting was present to 
explain this proposal. At the August Planning meeting there were some concerns 
about the potential glare. So at the County Board meeting we provided additional 
conditions to the site that could mitigate the concerns that the planning commission 
had in regards to glare. So the applicant has proposed two measure to help mitigate 
the concerns for glare. They already planned to put up a fence however, now they 
are proposing to put up fabric across the fence. The fence will be 12’ high and the 
solar panels are about 10’ high so the fence will be higher with the fabric crossing it 
to provide screening. Then in addition to that they would do a vegetated screening 
along the road. So you would have the vegetated screening, the fence with fabric 
and then the solar panels. This was presented to MnDot for their review and they 
had no concerns outside of not allowing planting within the road right of way. The 
County Engineer also reviewed it and since it is not adjacent to a county road they 
have no issue with the proposal.   
 
Melissa DeVetter stated that before the County Board voted on it at the August 
meeting the applicant presented these conditions to them. The County Board felt 
that to review the proposed mitigation the Planning Commission should revisit this 
proposal again.  
 
Jeff Madejcyk stated that they did go back to the township for their review of these 
additional conditions.  
 
Larry Scherger, Wasioja Township supervisor, stated that they did meet with them at 
their last meeting and they approve with the plans as long as the Planning 
Commission agrees with them.  
 
Motion by Walter Wyttenbach, seconded by Jim Checkel, to close the public hearing.  
Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Richard Wolf inquired about the fabric, does it stay attached to the fence.  
 
Jeff Madejcyk stated that if it is part of the conditions and it blows off they have to fix 
it and anytime it’s damaged, it would have to be replaced.  
 
Richard Wolf inquired if they have someone that will check on this solar farm.  
 
Jeff Madejcyk stated that he didn’t know what staff would do that or how often, but 
they do have a maintenance schedule.  
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Melissa DeVetter stated that their regular maintenance states that they have service 
trucks arrive on a monthly or quarterly basis  
 
Richard Wolf inquired if the county has a phone number on who to call if they do 
need repair.  
 
Melissa DeVetter stated yes.  
 
Darren Durst inquired if this was a chain link fence. 
 
Jeff Madejcyk stated yes, he believes that is correct. 
 
Darren Durst inquired if the fabric was going to be like the landscape fabric and not 
those slats that they put down between the links.  
 
Jeff Madejcyk stated that it would be a fabric and not those plastic slats.  
 
Walter Wyttenbach inquired why they followed the curve of the road with the solar 
panels and not line it up to the north and keep it away from the road. 
 
Jeff Madejcyk stated that between the property owner and the solar developer and 
with the difficulty of farming the land that was the most desirable location.  
 
Richard Wolf inquired how tall will the visual screening be.  
 
Jeff Madejcyk stated that they would like it to be in the range of 15’ so just slightly 
higher than the fence.  
 
Richard Wolf stated that he would like to see the screening up before the 
construction of the solar panels.  
 
Motion by Harlan Buck, seconded by Jim Checkel, to recommend approval of the 
Findings of Facts and Recommendations of the agenda report with the following 
conditions: (The permittee is put on notice that the violation of any of the conditions 
of the CUP may result in termination of the permit.   
 

1. Dodge County Zoning Permit shall be obtained before construction.  
 

2. Operation will comply with all local, state, and federal regulation regarding the 
use and activities performed on site.  
 

3. The applicant shall work with the County Highway Department for location 
and permitting of the access.    
 

4. The applicant shall consult with the City Council of Dodge Center on any 
plans to install power lines of poles within city limits.     
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5. The applicant will comply with WCA, when applicable. 
 

6. The use applies only to the approximately 10 acre site where the solar farm is 
proposed as identified in in the CUP application received in the ES Department 
on 5/12/17.  Any change involving the enlargement, intensification or expansion 
of the use or similar changes not specifically permitted by the CUP shall require 
an amended CUP to be issued by the County Board.   
 

7. The use shall comply with Section 17.19 (Nuisance Standards).  The permittee 
shall designate an individual present on the site during construction activities 
to receive and address calls regarding nuisance complaints such as noise, 
dust, waste management or other concerns/issues.  Signs with the contact 
information of the designated individual should be posted near the site at a 
highly visible location and the contact information for the individual should be 
provided to the Department.  The permittee shall notify the Environmental 
Services Department of any complaints received and their efforts to address 
the issue.  Nuisance complaints may result in review of the CUP by the 
Planning Commission. 

 
8. The permittee shall obtain the appropriate stormwater permit(s) from MPCA.  A 

copy of the permit and Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) shall 
be on file with the CUP in the Environmental Services Office.  The name and 
phone number of the individual responsible for installation, maintenance and 
monitoring of the stormwater practices shall be provided to the Department.  

 
9.  The solar farm shall meet the Performance Standards of Section 16.46.2 of 

the Dodge County Zoning Ordinance.   
 

10.   Screening of the project shall be implemented according to the plan approved 
by the Dodge County Planning Commission and County Board.   
 

11.   Screening proposed by the applicant shall be located as far from the MnDOT 
ROW as possible.  Any vegetation proposed shall not infringe on the ROW. 
 

12.   The permittee shall ensure vegetation planned for the solar farm area is 
planted and managed to promote successful establishment and to prevent and 
control the spreading of weeds to surrounding properties. 

 
Motion passed 6 to 1 vote (Buck, Durst, Wolf, Checkel, Toquam, Buckingham – 
ayes) (Wyttenbach- nay). 
 
Other Business 
 
Melissa DeVetter informed the Planning Commission that there will be a November 
meeting and possibly a December meeting. We have an individual inquiring about 
putting in a pond and this will be on the December meeting.  
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Ms. DeVetter inquired if the Planning Commission had time to think about a possible 
language change for ponds listing them as private or commercial. After a brief 
discussion it was decided to bring this back at a later date.  
 
Ms. DeVetter stated that there will be a minor zoning amendment coming in 
November for language clean up.  
 
Ms. DeVetter informed the Planning Commission that the County Board has 
approved a software that will allow the board packets to be electronically distributed 
to the board members. This means that we are going paperless as of the first of the 
year. More information and possibly training times will be passed along to them in 
the near future. Ms. DeVetter inquired how many of the members had computers or 
access to one.  All have one except Harlan Buck.  
 
Jim Checkel stated that there will be a group from Germany talking about renewal 
energy products at the Event Center in Kasson on November 2 starting at 11:00 for 
registration with a lunch at 11:30 and having an open discussion until 3:00pm. All 
are welcome to attend. 

 
Adjourn 
Motion by Harlan Buck, seconded by Joshua Toquam, to adjourn.  Motion passed 
unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:07 P.M.  


